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THE DOWNS COMMITTEE
Clifton and Durdham Downs (Bristol) Act 1861

Agenda
7. Public Forum (Pages 2 - 7) 

To consider items of Public Forum sent to the Downs Committee. 
Interested parties can submit a written statement of approximately 
one side A4 to the Downs Committee by sending it to Democratic 
Services by no later than 12pm on Friday 22 January.

9. Events Report (Amanda Sharpe) (Pages 8 - 9) 

Oliver Harrison, Democratic Services Officer
Email: democratic.services@bristol.gov.uk
Phone: 

Public Document Pack

mailto:democratic.services@bristol.gov.uk


Public Forum
Downs Committee
25th January 2021 at 2pm

Councillors: Lord Mayor – Councillor Jos Clark (Chair), Barry Clark, Christopher Davies, 
Kye Dudd, Paul Goggin, Paula O’Rourke and Steve Smith

Merchant Venturers: Master – Gillian Camm (Vice Chair), Jonathon Baker, Simon 
Cooper, Peter Rilett, David Freed, David Powell, Mike Bothamley

      
Copies Also To: Amanda Sharpe, Melanie Inman, Ben Skuse, Kevin Jay, Jonathan James

S next to the name of the person making the statement indicates that they have also 
registered to speak.
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Statements
Statement Name - Capital S in bold next to the Speaker’s Name indicates 

a request to speak
1 FODAG
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Friends of the Downs and Avon Gorge

January 25th 2021

Statement to the Downs Committee.

   FOD+AG remains committed to preserve, conserve and enhance the overall and several 
distinct environments within the Downs and Gorge for the benefit of all legitimate users and 
to support the City Council the Downs Committee and the operational team in the good 
governance of the Downs and Avon Gorge.

 Following City Council guidelines planned volunteer activities continue to be disrupted by 
the Covid-19 crisis, but despite the lockdown measures currently in place we have been able 
to continue with our programmed deep litter clearance. Sixteen intrepid volunteers turned 
out in early January to clear targeted areas. Careful organisation and stewarding allowed the 
work to continue within the guidelines. Disappointingly large amounts of discarded items 
were recovered and this is a depressing reflection on those members of the public who are 
careless of the Downs and the damage that they do out of sheer laziness. 

Volunteers have also been able to resume regular week-end goat monitoring duties. 

The Pandemic has seen the Downs at their busiest as fellow citizens flock to the wide-open 
spaces to enjoy exercise and fresh air. The Downs have and will continue to be a precious 
life-line to many and demonstrates the real value of all our precious public open-spaces. 

Due to current restrictions, we have been unable to hold our traditional AGM. We have 
however, with the agreement of our members put into place contingency plans to ensure 
we can continue to operate effectively. The current FODAG committee will continue to 
serve for the coming year and will meet remotely until the restrictions are lifted. 

In the interests of balance and for us to gain a better understanding we have approached 
representatives of the Downs van dwelling community. They have indicated a willingness to 
engage with us in on-going dialogue to explain their position. FODAG will continue to 
support the Downs committee and the City Council as they seek to resolve this difficult 
situation. The van dwellers representatives have submitted an article for our quarterly 
Newsletter that seeks to redress negative perception of their life-style. 

Next month FODAG will be offering a Zoom lecture, our guest speaker, esteemed local 
photographer and author Yealand Kalfayan will be presenting an illustrated Zoom talk on 
‘The Butterflies of the Downs and Beyond.’

After a prolonged absence due to technical issues, we have now managed to reinstate the 
Downs App. This is a valuable and informative free app. that contains a wealth of 
information for locals and those from further afield. 
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Like many Bristolians FODAG were sorry to hear the news that Bristol Zoo was to leave its 
traditional home. We have enjoyed a close working alliance with the zoo, from organising 
joint events, working with the Downs Education officer, work on the Avon Gorge and Downs 
Wildlife Project and veterinary help with the Goat Project. We are hoping that this valuable 
partnership will not be compromised in the future. 

Our members have asked what plans the Downs committee may have for the future of the 
Zoo’s North Car Park once the zoo vacates the Clifton site. FODAG sees this as a prime 
Downs asset and perhaps a once in a lifetime golden opportunity to do something really 
innovative with this location.  

Robert Westlake

Chair – 

Friends of the Downs & Avon Gorge
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Downs Committee –25th January 2021
Events Update

No events have taken place on the Downs since the lasting Committee meeting in November 2020.

2021 Events

The Events & Finance sub-group have agreed that the following events can take place on the Downs 
in 2021;

Funderworld late March – mid April 
Breaking Bread late March – late September 
Foodies Festival May
Comedy Garden June
Race for Life June
March for Men June
Pride July
Adventure Cinema August
Circus late September/October
Student Union event late September

At this stage it’s not possible to say whether the Downs Festival will be able to go ahead because of 
potential Covid restrictions which make it very difficult to plan and deliver events of this type and 
size.  

The programme for next year has been carefully planned to ensure that different sites on the Downs 
are utilised and that sufficient time is left between events to allow the site to be reinstated if 
necessary.  

The sub-group are currently considering a proposal from Breaking Bread to arrange for some 
groundworks to the Water Tower site to be carried out in order to improve drainage.  The works 
could potentially make the site easier to manage for events. 

It should be noted that events will only go ahead if organisers can demonstrate to the Safety 
Advisory Group that their event complies with any Covid restrictions and guidelines that may be in 
place at the time.  
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